
South Texas Border Chapter
Texas Master Naturalist

St. George Orthodox Church Meeting Hall
704 W. Sam Houston, Pharr, TX

Board Meeting Minutes
November 4, 2019

The board meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by President Robert Hernandez. Attendance was taken and it 
was determined that a quorum was present.  Attendance included 8 board members and 4 guests. 

Minutes from October board meeting were approved, motion by River, 2nd by Elizabeth. 

Treasurer’s Report for October was presented by Treasurer Ralph Philp. Motion to approve by Elizabeth P., 
Second by Anne M. with request to make a footnote to the report that the funds spent from the General Fund for
new class expenses be noted, since these monies will need to be tracked for future reimbursement from class 
funds. A motion was made by Elizabeth P.: When the 2020 budget is developed, details for these expenses need
to be included. Motion failed due to no second.

Committee Reports

Speakers Bureau: Elizabeth P. advised of the following McAllen Library Presentations: November 12 - 
Astronomy by Tom Butler, Dec. - Christina Mild on Edibles in the Native Lands, Jan.- Sylvia and Rich on 
Native Plants in the Landscape, and Ron Renk plans on a future presentation on Birds. One RV park in Alamo 
has requested a speaker which Elizabeth is addressing.

Membership Committee: River advised there are two members qualified for recertification and one for 100-
hour milestone.

Education Committee:  Anne advised there are now 17 students signed up for the class. Edinburg World 
Birding Center has asked about two staff attending, with payment to be received from the City at a later date, 
due to the time it takes for checks to be generated by that entity. Everyone was in agreement to let them register 
with payment to follow. There will be a committee meeting after the board meeting.

Nominating Committee:  Sylvia C. noted the following slate of officers to be voted on at the December 
meeting: President: Donna Otto

First VP: River Rivera
Second VP: Elizabeth Perdomo
Treasurer: Gayle Rice
Secretary: Martha Jones

Vannie Cook Project: Robert and Sylvia will be meeting the City Manager tomorrow morning to review the 
plans concerning the hardscape portion of the project.



New Business

Reactivation of initial certification:  River explained that Glenna Pickens had graduated in 2016 with 30 
classroom hours and 12 field hours, 11 AT Hours and 25 Volunteer Hours. She would like to resume 
participation with the TMN and asked if she needed to take the class over, or what she needs to do to become 
certified.  Motion was made by Donna O., 2nd by River to reactive Glenna’s certification process contingent 
upon completion of her 40 hours of volunteer time by the end of April 2020 and submission of a plan to 
complete those hours.  Motion carried.

Native Plant Garden at HOPE: Robert Hernandez advised that the Hope Family Health Center in McAllen 
has requested TMN members to design/plan and plant a native garden at their facility. Project would include 
planning the garden, installing water irrigation system and plants.  This is a non-profit organization that has 
some funds to allocate to the project. It was proposed that a team evaluate the feasibility of this project. Robert 
will follow-up on their request.

STBC-TMN Field Trips: Elizabeth advised she has not scheduled any field trips to date. Several options were 
discussed which she will follow-up with.  She has sent out a flyer about open gate dates at La Sal Del Rey.

Board Approval and responsibilities for Jack and Dayna Austin: Dayna Austin was approved by electronic 
voting as new Communications Director.  Jack Austin advised he was not available to do the Newsletter, but 
would support Dayna in her new role.

Ad hoc Financial Examination Committee: A financial examination will need to be conducted before the 
Dec. 2 board meeting. Committee consists of:

1st VP – River Rivera
New Class Rep – Patty Ballinger
Secretary – Donna Otto
Advisor – Javier Deleon

And Treasurer Ralph Philip will provide the records.  Tentative date of Tuesday, Nov. 19 afternoon was set. 
Members will be contacted to verify the date and time.

TMN State Presidents Meeting: River reported two items worth note from the meeting of society presidents 
during the State Annual Meeting: 1) Reporting in VMS the correct categories for volunteering is very 
important. And 2) There are concerns that members (not specified) have complained of not feeling welcome or 
included as members, and that some have reported being “put off” or excuses made if they expressed to chapter 
officers that they felt uncomfortable with other members making what they consider inappropriate comments or
hugging.  These issues are not conducive to increasing membership and need to be addressed by chapters.  
Donna Otto agreed to address this issue in January at the General Meeting and also as part of her address to the 
New Class.

Announcements

McAllen Public Library Speaker: Tom Butler, Tues. November 12, 2019
Next General Meeting: Monday, November 18, 2019
Next Board Meeting: Monday, December 2, 2019

The meeting was adjourned by President Robert Hernandez at 7:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted, 
Donna Otto, Secretary
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